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Birds, Books, and Writing
By Annette Drewes 
 
       I pull into the gravel dugout parking lot under the tall pines 
on a brisk spring morning in May. Dark clouds threaten in the 
west.  Burntside Lake slaps against the rocky shore down below 
while birds send their calls across the open skyways of pine, aspen 
and maple.  Stepping out of my car, I freeze. Head cocked, one 
black eye peering from the deep blackness of his feathers, a red-
start greets me from the shrubs above the dugout.  
       “Well, hello!” I greet this bold warbler sized bird, bright 
patches of deep tangerine announcing his presence, color deep-
ened by the pairing against black. Tilting his head, first one way, 
then the other, he hops among the shrub branches, not yet leafed 
out, angling for a better look at me. I wait for him to fly off. He 
flies closer, landing on the top of my car just a couple of feet from 
my arm resting on the roof. 
       “Quite a welcome,” I say to this black jacketed bird who holds 
me with his gaze. I turn my head slightly, he turns his. We share a 
look, a moment. On a whim I hold out my hand, wondering if he 
is bold enough to fly closer. He flies off, tangerine patches disap-
pearing into the newly awakening woods.  
       Thus was I greeted on my arrival at Camp Van Vac on the 
shores of Burntside Lake just west of Ely, Minnesota.  
       Camp Van Vac is a rustic camp set on a spit of rock, lichen 
and pine on the southeast corner of Burntside Lake. Pines are 
everywhere. Cutover pines, for these are the forests that were cut 
and laid to waste nearly 140 years ago. Greed and a belief that the 
woods would never run out kept the lumbermen cutting their 
way across Michigan, then Wisconsin and finally through eastern 
Minnesota. Until the timber ran out. There are few places where 
old growth exists in any of these states. The forests, although thick 
and in places towering, are regrowth.  
       I have come to Camp Van Vac to explore, to meet Nancy Jo 
and check out the cabins for a September retreat. Stepping into 
the small wooden building marked Office I offer a “Hello?” into 
the empty room. “Be right there!” I hear in response. As she steps 
out of the backroom, I am already waving my arms in excitement 
describing my encounter with the American redstart. She laughs 
and immediately we are friends, finding we share a love of books 
and birds, and writing. 
       Sigurd too had a love of birds and books. His library contains 
several early books on birds, including a Little Nature Library 
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book titled Birds Worth 
Knowing (1934), Birds of 
America (1936), and The 
Hermit Thrush, a book of 
poems by Kathleen Millay 
(1929). On his shelves are 
more recent books as well: 
How to Talk to Birds 
(1960), Hawks Aloft: The 
story of Hawk Mountain 
(1952), Birds of Anaktuvvk 
Pass (1960), and The Spar-
row’s Fall, a fiction novel 
by Fred Bodsworth (1967), 
who is also the author of 
Last of the Curlews. Sigurd 
was no stranger to birds.  
       An impressive two volume set of Birds of Minnesota by T.S. 
Roberts, published by the University of Minnesota Press (1932) 
also graces Sig’s library. These handsome green tomes are packed 
with information and illustrations, including some by Francis Lee 
Jaques, who illustrated Sig’s books. Flipping through Volume Two 
I read about sora rails and the belief at one time that these birds 
perhaps hibernated in the mud to overwinter. If you’ve ever seen 
a sora fly, you understand how this myth may have come about. 
The birds seem hardly capable of flying across a pond with their 
back-and-forth flutter flight just lifting them above the tops of the 
wild rice before they seem to crash down a few yards away. Of 
course, like most water birds, soras do migrate.  
       On page 447, in notes attributed to an article by a Mr. For-
bush on the Sora in Bird Lore for 1914 (16:303-306), is the follow-
ing description of this flight: 
       “The little wings which erstwhile would hardly raise the birds 
above the grass-tops now carry them high and far. Some cross the 
seas to distant Bermuda, and they occasionally alight on vessels 
hundreds of miles at sea. They have been taken on the western 
mountains even so high as 12,500 feet, in the sage-brush of the 
desert, and on the cliffs of Panama.” 
       Elsewhere in the same volume is the heading “Questionable 
Birds.” I am drawn to check this out! 
       “There are a few birds, beneficial under ordinary circum-



By Patsy Mogush, President  
       "Spring is worth waiting for...." -Sigurd Olson, The Singing Wilderness, p. 21. 
       Spring arrived a bit later in the north woods this year, although spring usually arrives later 
than we wish.  Every year, we delight in watching the snow melt, walking without a hat or mittens, 
waiting for the crystal tinkling as the ice breaks up on the lake.  Every year, we marvel at the 
growth and renewal, as we watch the trees budding, the bears lumbering through the woods after 
hibernation, the beautiful singing of the white-throated sparrows, the return of the peepers near 
the water.  And, wonder of all wonders, the arrival of the loons brings joy each time.   
       People, as well as the plants and animals, are awakening after over two years of caution. Al-
though we continue to be careful, we are now able to be with friends and family in person.  
Maybe even inside.  We’ve found new ways of being and doing, some that we’ll continue to use, 
some that we will cast aside.   
       The earth and its plants and animals thrive through growth and renewal.  As do organiza-
tions.  The Listening Point Foundation has taken advantage of the quiet time during the pan-
demic to organize, share ideas, create strategies, make new alliances, and prepare for the future.  
       We are hosting regular open hours at the Listening Point house in Ely as we continue tours at Listening Point on Burntside Lake. 
We celebrate the return of the LPF booth at the Blueberry Arts Festival in July, and the fall dinner in Ely on September 9, 2022!   
       The Listening Point Board of Directors is in a continuing process of growth and renewal.  Through strategic learning we examine 
current practices, acknowledge and celebrate growth, and look toward the future.  All that we do is focused on our mission and vision. 

The mission of the Listening Point Foundation is to preserve Listening Point 
and to advance Sigurd Olson’s wilderness philosophy.  

The vision of the Listening Point Foundation is to foster people’s 
connection to wild places by inspiring them to find their own listening point. 

 
       We continue to learn and grow, and we invite you to join us in this effort. Check out our website (listeningpointfoundation.org) to 
learn more about our organization, sign up for our newsletter, read about and join us at upcoming events, register for tours, and watch 
the beautiful Listening Point film. We’re excited for what’s ahead.
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Spring in the north is worth waiting for.… 

Listening Point Women’s Writing Retreat  
September 15-18, 2022 • Ely, Minnesota

Renew with us on Burntside Lake in September! 
• Longing for a deeper connection with nature? 
• Craving a creative and growth-oriented community of women? 
• Desiring support for personal transition work? 
• Seeking inspiration and creative space for your writing? 
 
Your hosts, Annette and Kathryn, have teamed up to facilitate an empowering exploration for you. This retreat is 
designed to connect you with your creative spirit, strengthen your relationship with self, and deepen your connec-
tion to the natural world. No previous experience needed, curiosity invited.  

REGISTRATION & MORE INFORMATION AT 
listeningpointfoundation.org/womens-writing-retreat-2022 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE August 10th

Space is limited to 8 women. 
Reserve your spot today!
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stances, that sometimes do sufficient damage, collectively or indi-
vidually, to bring them into more or less disrepute. Only one or 
two of these are open to general condemnation.” 
       Among the “questionable birds” listed were Double-crested 
Cormorants, Great Blue Herons, and Belted Kingfishers for their 
fish-eating habits. Surprisingly Baltimore Orioles, Kingbirds, 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak and Cedar Waxwings are also among 
those listed, primarily for depredation of gardens and fruiting 
shrubs. The author makes an argument for their protection how-
ever as they are also insect and larvae eaters. Woodpeckers and 
Shrikes also make the list, as do Robins! I believe one could 
spend a lifetime exploring these two volumes! And if you have 
an interest in the man who not only wrote these volumes, but 
also launched the Bell Museum of Natural History, check out A 
Love Affair with Birds, a biography of Thomas Sadler Roberts 
written and compiled by Sue Leaf (2021). 
       After showing me her own library of books, and bird 
guides, and reminding me they are available to borrow during 
my visit to Camp Van Vac, Nancy jo set me lose to explore the 
cabins on the point. We will be utilizing the larger, three bed-
room cabins for the retreat (# 24 and 25) tucked away on the 
north end of the property. Set upon foundations of stone, the 
cabins sit right at the water’s edge. After checking out the rooms 
and indoor space, I wander around to the campfire ring and take 
a seat on a bench looking out over the lake.  
       Burntside lake thrashes the shore like a teenager, persistent 

yet slightly petulant, full and heaving against the rocks. The iron 
clad sky spits an occasional mist. Then the rain stops, clouds 
shift, sunlight pops through and is gone again. I imagine the lake 
in September. I imagine this fire ring surrounded with women, 
laughing and talking, coming together to remember their voices, 
explore the rocks, woods and water, and share their words in a 
space warmed with friendship.  
       In September we will read from the books of Sigurd Olson, 
Rachel Carson, Kathleen Dean Moore, Margaret Renkl, David 
Gessner and others. Words that capture the seasons, carry the 
sounds of bird song, layer the colors of water, and draw our cu-
riosity outward. Perhaps you will join us? 
       Birds will be a presence at this retreat. The redstart has al-
ready told me so.  
       Here to send you off are some images from Sigurd’s own 
writing on birds… 
       “It was mid-April before I heard the first robin singing as only 
robins can before a rain, the fluid, haunting melody of gurgling 
notes which sounds like the flowing of water itself.” (p.38, The 
Singing Wilderness) 
       “...chickadees, juncos, and evening grosbeaks by the score, but 
what really brought music to the hill were the purple finches….at 
one time we counted a dozen full-colored males. There were robins 
and pine siskins and redpolls, and the music of all of them at dawn 
was something to hear.” (p. 41, The Singing Wilderness)

Birds, Books, and Writing continued from page 1

“A pair of redwinged blackbirds carols from the cattails, the male flaunting its crimson 
epaulets for all to see. A tiny pert marsh wren is singing its heart out from a thicket of 
dwarf birch. Swallows resplendent in their purple iridescence and creamy white soar over 
                              the water, catching the first insects. The swamp  belongs to them. Life is 

awakening; movement and change are in the air.” 
- Sigurd Olson, The Hidden Forest, p. 14

Historic High 
Water Levels 
 
This spring and summer, northern 
Minnesota has experienced un-
precedented high water levels, sur-
passing some all-time records in the 
Rainy Lake region along the border 
with Canada. Listening Point was 
fortunate, as the flooding only mi-
norly impacted the property on 
Burntside Lake, pushing Sig’s 
wooden dock off of its perch. Other organizations in the region have not been so fortunate. The Oberholtzer Foundation, which man-
ages the small cluster of islands owned by conservationist Ernest Oberholtzer on Rainy Lake, has been extensively affected by the ex-
treme water levels. Visit https://eober.org/ to learn more.

Listening Point dock float-
ing in Burntside Lake. 

–Photo by Freja Finkle

Freja rescuing the LPF 
dock.    –Photo by Adam Feher

Where the dock is supposed to be. 
–Photo by Freja Finkle
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Y Blueberry Arts Festival in July! If you happen to be in the Ely area during July 29-31, feel 
free to stop by the LPF booth to say hello! We look forward to seeing you. 
 
Y Successful Snowshoe Hikes. We had another great year of Snowshoe Hikes to Listening 
Point during the Ely Winter Festival. Special thanks to Peta Barett, Patsy Mogush, Sue Duffy, 
Steve Schon, and Freja Finkle for their dedication to making the tours enjoyable for all! 
 
Y Another New Listening Point Video in the Works. After the great success of our Listening 
Point video released last fall, we are currently working on a companion film that focuses on 
Sig, the Olson home, and Writing Shack. Release date: TBD Fall 2022.  

THIS & THAT 

Watch our website and 
Facebook page for 

announcements  
and updates!

2022 Scholarship Recipients  
       Every spring, the Listening Point Foundation is proud to present two $1000 scholarships to students at our local schools. One 
award goes to a graduating senior at Ely Memorial High School, and the other to an undergraduate at our local Minnesota North Col-
lege (previously Vermilion Community College). LPF Scholarships are awarded based on academic achievement, community involve-
ment, need for funding, and a written essay based on the theme: "The Meaning of Wilderness.” This year, our recipients were Jon Hakala 
(EMS) and Nicholas Hagan (MNC). The excerpt below is from Jon's essay that our Scholarship Committee felt particularly connected 
to Sigs philosophy of how “everyone has a Listening Point," and the impact of wilderness on the human spirit. Congratulations, Jon and 
Nicholas! 
 
Jon Hakala - EMS  
       Both of my parents worked as forestry technicians for the US 
Forest Service. As advocates for environmental education, I was 
taught how to be a steward of the land… I learned about the term 
"leave no trace". I honored this lesson and wished more people 
would act accordingly – leaving the wilderness as is! We must all 
respect nature in this vast land by caring for the vegetation … 
[and] not disturbing the wildlife that has made this place their 
home. My mother was a firm believer in managing natural fires. 
While on canoe trips, she showed me fire scars in the BWCA, and 
I have started to notice them myself. From her teachings, I 
learned how our ancestors used fire as a way to keep the land in 
check. Fire plays an important role in the life cycle of jack pine 
and blueberry plants. It improves the habitat for moose to roam. I 
have only touched on beginning to know wilderness. I have far 
more to learn. To fulfill my love for the outdoors, I plan to seek a 
degree in forestry to broaden my knowledge. One day, I will have 
my own opinions on wilderness. 
       Now as a young man, I still walk the trails with the same 
awe and excitement as years ago. I stop and listen to the pine 
swaying in the wind, their soft melody soothing my mind. Even 
though I will make frequent visits to Blueberry Ridge, a new jour-
ney awaits me to seek a new point all my own.

1. Operating Funds
WFB Checking Account 23,078  
Undeposited Funds 8,243 
Unrestricted funds invested at Edward Jones 226,236  
Inventory 8,559 

Total Operating Funds (Unrestricted) 266,116$   

2. Maintenance Endowment Fund 239,254  
(Invested permanently to generate income for the Listening Point Foundation)

Total Endowment Funds (Permanently Restricted) 239,254  

3. Temporarily Restricted Funds
Listening Point Preservation Fund at Edward Jones 86,207  
WFB Savings Account for designated projects 5,434 
WFB Savings Account for Gusty Island expenses 11,976  

Total Temporarily Restricted Funds 103,617  

4. Fixed assets
Listening Point Property 493,576  
Gusty Island Property 98,000  

106 E. Wilson Street 221,502$   
Less accumulated depreciation 34,381  

Total 106 E. Wilson St. 187,121  

Art and books
F.L. Jaques originals (8) 18,000  
J. Brandenburg prints (4) 1,500 
Oil painting acquired w/house 5,000 
SFO Books 500  

Total Art and books 25,000  

Total Fixed Assets 803,697  

Total Foundation Assets as of December 31, 2021 1,412,684$       

The Listening Point Foundation, Inc.
Asset Summary

as of December 31, 2021

The following funds are held in trust for uses directed by donors or where 
the needs are greatest in support of the Listening Point Foundation mission.
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Share the spirit of Listening Point with friends and family with one of these gift items that celebrate 
Sigurd Olson, Listening Point, wilderness and more! GIFT SHOP

Sigurd Olson Classics 
Attractive paperback 
versions of seven of Sigurd 
Olson’s most loved books. 
 • The Singing Wilderness 
 • Listening Point 
 • The Lonely Land 
 • Runes of the North 
 • Open Horizons 
 • Reflections from the 
     North Country 
 • Of Time and Place 
 
     .................. $16

The Wilderness World of 
Sigurd F. Olson DVD 
A digitally remastered version of 
the classic film “The Wilderness 
World of Sigurd F. Olson” 
includes more than two hours of 
conversations with Sig as he 
speaks about the craft of writing 
and life in the wilderness. You’ll 
also hear Sig’s wife Elizabeth and 
their son Sig Jr. speak candidly 
about Sigurd, his profession, and 
life in the north woods. 
 
     .................. $15

Wilderness Days 
University of Minnesota 
Press has published a new 
paperback edition of 
Wilderness Days—a 
collection of Sig’s writings 
that depicts the essence of  
the magnificent woodlands 
and waters of the 
legendary Quetico- 
Superior region that  
borders Minnesota and 
Ontario. 
 
     .................. $18

A Private Wilderness 
Edited by David Backes. Written 
mostly during the years from 1930 
to 1941, Sigurd F. Olson’s journals 
describe the dreams and frustra-
tions of an aspiring writer honing 
his skills, pursuing recognition, and 
facing doubt. Author of Olson’s de-
finitive biography, editor David 
Backes brings a deep knowledge of 
the writer to these journals, provid-
ing critical context, commentary, 
and insights along the way. 
 
     .................. $30

A Wilderness Within 
By David Backes. The authorita-
tive portrait of one of the great-
est envir on men talists of the 
twentieth century. The book is a 
stunning look at a man with a 
 vision for the natural world and 
for himself.  Essential reading for 
Olson fans. 
 
     ........ $23 (paperback)

LPF Mug 
3 finger handle. 
With logo, website, 
and "Sig's legacy ... 
pass it on!" Available 
in black or white. 
 
     .................. $10

The Meaning of Wilderness 
Now available in paperback! 
First published in 2001, this 
book features a collection of 
Sigurd F. Olson’s articles and 
speeches. It offers a lively look 
at the evolution of one of 
 environmentalism’s leading 
figures and is essential reading 
for Olson fans, historians, and 
outdoor enthusiasts around 
the country. 
 
     .................. $18

Deep Woods, Wild  Waters, 
A Memoir 
by Douglas Wood. 
A joy to read - Wood shares 
bushwhacking skills, hurtling 
down wild rapids, crossing 
stormy lakes, or simply navigat-
ing treacherous currents and the 
twisty trails of everyday life. 
 
     .................. $23

LPF Hats 
For your wearing pleas-
ure! 100% cotton, em-
broidered with the 
 Listening Point logo. 
Cranberry, Sage, and 
Light Blue. Adjustable 
leather strap.   .......... $18

Sigurd Olson 
Outdoor 
Adventure Cards 
11 water resistant 
 colorful cards for 
 outdoor activities. Sig 
Olson quotes, and 
 nature observation 
ideas.      .............. $15 If you are shopping through Amazon, please 

consider using AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com).  
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the price 
of eligible purchases to the charitable organizations selected 

by  customers. Every little bit helps!

New!

2022 Listening 
Point Calendar 
Featuring photos 
by Heidi Pinkerton 
& Root River 
 Photography, the 
2022 Listening 
Point calendar 
contains 12 beauti-

ful photographs taken out at Sigurd Olson's beloved 
 Listening Point. Order your copy today!      ............ $15

New!

See website for complete gift shop offerings

Listening Point Foundation Contribution Form
Name: ______________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________ 

City, State, ZIP: ________________________________________ 

Email:________________________________________________ 

n My contribution is in (select one) honor/memory of: 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 
Listening Point Foundation is a 50l(c)3 organization that welcomes charitable  contributions 

that support its educational mission and preservation efforts. 

CONTRIBUTION AMOUNT 
     n $35             n $250 
     n $50             n $500 
     n $100           n (other) ____________  

Please send your check payable to 
Listening Point Foundation (LPF) to: 

Listening Point Foundation, Inc. 
P.O. Box 180 • Ely, MN 55731  

Or donate online at 
www.listeningpointfoundation.org
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Thank You! The Listening Point Foundation would like to thank the following  individuals, 
businesses,  foundations and organizations for their generous donations:

Andrew and Lorene Aarons 
Jim Ahrlin 
Thomas Ajax 
Terri and Dean Alexander 
Mark Allsup 
Anita and Keith Anderson 
Philip Anderson 
Judson Armstrong 
Derek Asche 
David Backes 
Joseph Bagby 
Gary Baker and Sarah Evert 
Tim Barzen 
Deborah Best 
Shannon Borer * 
David Brand 
Fred and Carol Breitling 
Jeff and Elizabeth Brown 
Christine Buetow 
Jack Burklund 
Casey Campbell 
Arla Carmichiel and Steve Kelley 
Thomas Christiansen 
Tony and Amy Cicala 
Margaret Cleveland 
Jack Cook 
Terry Cooper and Pam Davis 
Elizabeth Cowie 
Jay and Page Cowles 
Jill Crafton 
Desirae Cram 
Jann Cruttenden * 
Steven Cummins 
Tom and Carrie Cusack 
David Daake 
Paul and Kelly Dahl * 
Milton Davis 
Malcolm Davy 
Denise DeSchamp 
Sarah DeWolf 
Larry and Nancy Dolphin 
Alanna Dore 
Laverne and Barbara Dunsmore 
Daniel Ely * 
Keith Erickson 
Dr. Kurt D. Fausch 
Frank Ferraro III * 
Kathleen Floberg 
Larry Fonnest 
Michael Foster 
Bruce Frana 
Kathleen Franzen 
Elizabeth Fritz 

Richard Fultz 
Linda Ganister and Sue Duffy 
Melissa Gavin 
Joseph Gerwood 
Wood Graham and 
   Graham Graham 
Kevin and Diane Grasley 
Nancy Graser 
Jake and Ruth Graves 
Wendy Grethen 
Richard Grinnell and 
   Leigh Williams 
Don Gustafson 
Ron and Beth Haakensen 
David Hakensen 
Burton Hall 
Brendan Harris 
Jeffrey Paul Hatcher  
Tom Hayden 
Steve Hegna 
David Henning 
Linda Elaine Herron 
Susan and Gordon Heule 
Andy and Paula Hill 
Pat Hittle 
William Hoffman 
John Hollenbach 
Rennae Houle-Burns * 
John Hovdenes 
Bill and Annelise Hug 
Andy and Jackie Hutyera 
David James 
Lois Jenkins 
Philip Jenkins 
Larry Johnson 
Lori H Johnson 
Rick Johnson 
Stephen Johnson 
Jane Johnston 
Larry Jones 
Dotty and Fred Juengst 
Kerry Keen 
Esther Kellogg 
Loni Kemp 
Paula King * 
Dave Kirkman 
Marie Kistler 
Paul Kjolhaug 
Janice Klos 
Vaughn and Joyce Knapp 
John and Mardi Knudson 
Gary Konkol * 
Richard and Margaret Korthauer * 

Delton Krueger 
Kurt Kuehn 
Evron Laitala 
Laurie Latimer 
Mike and Marcie Lein 
Gary Lindsay 
Theo Lubke 
Alice Mairs 
Robert Marrs 
Paula and Gary Mathena 
Cori Mattke 
Joseph Mattson 
John Matulis 
Stephen Mayer 
John and Maryann McGraw 
Medtronic Foundation Volunteer 
   Grant Program 
Bill V Meyer 
Mike and Diane Menne 
Monica Miklaucic * 
Jeff Mogush 
Patsy and Jeff Mogush 
Roberta Moore 
Edward Mullaney 
Joseph Musich * 
David Neff 
Mark Nelson and Bridget O’Brien 
C. Roger Nelson 
Roger L. Nelson 
Ward and Muffin Nelson 
Network for Good 
Northland College 
Nicole Nowak 
John Nygaard 
Bob and Cindy Olsen 
Kevin Olsen 
Jane Olson and Dan Badger 
Julia Olson 
Melvin Olson 
David Olstad 
Dennis and Turid Ormseth 
Stephen Overall 
Randy and Kathy Pachal 
Michael Paver * 
PayPal Giving Fund 
Mark and Erica Peterson 
Connie Picken 
David and Jane Piepgras 
Jim Platt 
Paul Plumer 
Mark Ponsolle 
Roger and Consie Powell 
Jennifer Pratt 

Marty Reeck 
Dr. Janet Rith-Najarian 
John Ritter 
Cathy and Ron Roberts 
Lisa Roberts 
Win and Binky Rockwell 
John Rogner 
Jeff and Sharon Rome 
Clayton Russell 
Judy Saeger 
Susan Sanzi-Schaedel 
Shirley Schoberg Hebda 
John Saxxhaug 
Steven Scheid 
Earl and Cheryl Schindeldecker 
Steve and Ann Marie Schon 
Lee and Muff Schumacher 
Jon Seger 
John Sheehy 
Catherine Sjostrand 
Carl Smith 
Lindsay Smith * 
Nan and Gerry Snyder 
Susan Sommer 
Jane Stecher 
Louis Stender 
Darryl Sterling 
Jill Stoltenberg 
Chuck and Danielle Stone 
Al Stromberg 
Anna Swarts 
Mike and Betsy Szkil 
Diane Tessari * 
Andre Theisen 
Dale and Julie Thompson 
Elaine Thrune 
John Topczewski 
Kaye Toquam 
Karolyn Torgerson 
Nancy jo Tubbs 
Terry and Judy Valen 
Larry Van Allen 
Brian Varland 
John Virr 
Jeff Wadley * 
Melissa Ward * 
Thomas and Lynette Ward 
Richard and Audrey Webb 
Eric Webster 
Bruce Weeks 
J Pamela Weiner 
Chuck and Marty Wick 
John Wilke 

November 20, 2021 – May 31, 2022
continued on page 11
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November 20, 2021 – May 31, 2022

Donations in Memory or in Honor

"If spiritual growth and maturing of mind are what count, the dream of 
fulfillment is always within reach. The longing for Hudson Bay is 
                                behind me, but the grandest dream of all, entering   

the vast world of comprehension and knowledge, is 
still alive."

–Sigurd Olson, Reflections From the North Country

Thank You!
In Honor of... 
• Margarita Adler, In honor of Freja and Mabel for giving us such a wonderful 

tour! 
• Arnold Alanen and Lynn Bjorkman, In honor of Kate Lidfors Miller and 

Pat Miller 
• Michael Barrows, In honor of Sig 
• Sharon Freidler, In honor of Deann Barta 
• John and Cindy Cantrell, In honor of Al and Lisa Cantrell 
• Margaret Dahl, In honor of Paul Dahl and Kelly La Marre  
• John DeLap, In honor of Alf Borgman 
• Sandy Dodson, In honor of the Dodson Devlin Families 
• Marcia Helling, In honor of Mark Helling 
• Priscilla Herbison, In honor of Craig Blacklock 
• Beth Ann Lewis, In honor of Donna Arbaugh’s 90th Birthday 
• Kathleen Luhrsen, In honor of Mike Luhrsen 
• Betty Magnuson, In honor of Sig’s April 4th birthday! 
• Bruce Moe, In honor of Stacy Moe 
• John O’Keefe, In honor of Wayne V. and Jane Fridlund 
• Lori Oesch, In honor of Kathy Strahota 
• Robert & Rebecca Patient Charitable Fund, In honor of Stanley Larson & 

Earl Patient 
 
In Memory: 
• Kathleen Antilla, In memory of Ted Ojala 
• Pepper and Clint Asche, In memory of Myrle Call 
• Bill Berg, In memory of Milt Stenlund 
• Larry Boze, In memory of Judson Armstrong 
• Jim and Jan Call, In memory of Sharon Kastelic 
• Dwayne Cates, In memory of Jim Cates 
• Dwight and Sandi Cimperman, In memory of Sigurd F. Olson 

• Mary Cunningham, In memory of Bill Cunningham 
• John Dailey, In memory of Don Beland 
• Peggy and Conrad Dejardin, In memory of Tim Dejardin 
• Roy Glanville, In memory of Bill Glanville 
• Robert Hedlund, In memory of Bob Larson 
• Nanette and Michael Hillmeyer, In memory of Glenn Bertelson 
• Gail Isaak, In memory of Albert Knutson 
• Pat and Preston Johnson, In memory of Gary L. Davis 
• Joe and Joanne Kellogg, In memory of Martin Kellogg 
• Jerald and Cynthia Kroetz, In memory of Glenn Bertelson 
• In memory of Sigurd Olson for all he did to preserve our wilderness 
• Claudia McBride, In memory of RC McBride 
• The McKim Family, In memory of James M. McKim III 
• Patsy and Jeff Mogush, In memory of Glenn Bertelson 
• Judge Mark Munger, In memory of John “Jack” and Marie Kobe 
• Mark Nall, In memory of Herb Henderson 
• John F. Olson, In memory of his late wife Pam Troxell 
• Faye Ormseth, In memory of Barb Ledbetter Nelson  
• Julie and John Reid, In memory of F. Lemuel and Ruth Anderson 
• Carol Schofield, In memory of James H. Schofield III 
• Mark Schroeder, In memory of Ray, Jackie, and Brad Schroeder 
• William and Cathryn Sisson, In memory of Richard M. Campbell 
• Laura Stolpe, In memory of James Olson 
• Tim Sundquist, In memory of Renora Henricksen 
• Louise Trygg, In memory of David and Tess Peterson 
• Carl Tunestam, In memory of Karen Duncan Tunestam 
• Linda Verbeck, In memory of Charles Magel 
• Margaret Wilcox Browning, In memory of Milo Moyano 
 

* denotes brick

Thank You! The Listening Point Foundation would like to thank the following  individuals, 
businesses,  foundations and organizations for their generous donations:

Alan Willadsen 
Michael Williams 
Donna Winczewski 

Robert Woodbury 
Suzie Woodrich and David Knoblauch 
John Woodworth 

Gary Wooley 
Kathy Wyatt 
Kathy Yelton 

David and Margo Zentner 
* denotes brick 
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